
 
February 19, 2018 

 

Dear High School Senior Parent: 

 

Several years ago our youngest son accidentally set fire to our kitchen.  We were out of 

town, and had left all three of our children home to “take care of themselves”. CJ, 14, 

heated oil for cooking frozen shrimp. Once the shrimp was cooked he decided to see what 

happened when he dropped ice cubes into the pan of oil. A fire erupted! Damage was 

repairable, the house remained standing, a fire extinguisher saved the day.  Afterwards 

we realized, we had never really taught them how to use a fire extinguisher. We had 

made sure they knew to look both ways before crossing the street, wash their hands 

before eating, say their prayers before bed, but it had never occurred to us to explain the 

rapid change between H2O in a solid state into a vapor state creates enough friction to 

ignite a pan of oil! What else had we missed? Our oldest son was about to graduate from 

high school and set out on his own into the world. We wanted to make sure he was 

equipped with all the skills and knowledge to survive and thrive in it.   So we and another 

couple, whose child was also graduating, decided to take his senior friends away and 

spend a weekend teaching a variety of basic life skills.   

 

We believe a critical part of surviving and thriving in the world is a personal relationship 

with God. We raised them in a Christian home, and each had accepted Christ as their 

personal savior.  The challenges ahead of them, as we are sure you know, are very great. 

We wanted to share openly, warn and equip them about the struggles and hurdles of life. 

There are times we all question God, and they needed to know why we continue to 

believe.  We see ourselves as individuals who have lived life, who have gone ahead, and 

now are returning to share lessons learned with those who come next.   Our hope was to 

set them on a path where faith in God is something they themselves believe and 

understood.   We also wanted to alter our relationship with our children, talk to them as 

peers. There were conversations that needed to be had, points that needed to be made, life 

lessons we had learned as yet unshared. However, we felt we needed to have these 

discussions while recognizing the transition into adulthood; beginning by acknowledging 

what they already suspect: parents don’t have it all figured out. We also knew how 

important other adults sharing in our children’s lives had been, and wanted to offer this to 

any other Senior who was interested. 

 

We named it Life 101 and now offer it as an annual event and as a Christian rite of 

passage.   Life 101 is a 4 day retreat, beginning on Thursday evening and returning 

Sunday evening.  Your child was recommended to us and has received an invitation to 

attend this year’s gathering on one of two weekends April 5th - 8th or April 12th - 

15th, 2018. 

 

 



This is provided to your graduating senior as a gift from a small group of followers of 

Christ, who believe the future of the Church resides in a well equipped “next generation”. 

We are not sponsored by any specific denomination and don’t present any 

denominational specific theology.  We do use the Bible, and strive to validate 

fundamental Christian truths:  Jesus Christ is the only son of God, he died out of a love 

for us, his death does provide atonement and forgiveness, and through repentance there is 

a relationship with God available to us.   However, throughout the weekend we strive to 

treat the young people as adults, allowing them to believe or question as they see fit.  The 

new adults are engaged in an open and honest dialogue on topics which range from; sex 

to the existence of evil, from; being loved by God to, viewing their parents as real 

“people”. We ask tough questions, and point them to, (as well as give them), resources 

they can choose to use to find their own answers. 

 

In addition to the spiritual elements of Life 101 we provide them with an introduction to 

practical life skills, (survival skills) to balance the event. Changing a tire, how to do a 

load of laundry, shake hands, dance a waltz, put on a dinner party for 20, and how to use 

basic tools, to list a few. 

 

We are pleased to invite your child.  You may register and learn more about the event 

online at https://www.life101.net/signups/. If you have any further questions please feel 

free to contact any of the “older adults”, as we call ourselves to distinguish from the “new 

adults” (the Seniors), 

Jon Coulter    jonwcoulter@gmail.com  Young Life Area Director  

Kent Boles     boleskent@yahoo.com      

Matt Adams   matt@life101.net       

Life 101 phone (541) 719-8543 

 

Email: ToLife@Life101.net 

Web page: www.Life101.net  

 

In His service, 
 

 

 

Kevin and Laurie Adams  

Email ladams@mtngroup.net  
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